Introduction
Tabby (Ta) is a sex-linked gene in the mouse (Falconer, 1952; 1953) .
In (Lyon, 1961; 1962) . Crinkled (cr) (Falconer et al., 1951) (Sofaer, 1969) and the dominant gene sleek (S/k) (Sofaer, 1977; Crocker and Cattanach, 1979 
Material and Methods
Experimental animals.
The Tabby mice used in these experiments were derived from a congenic subline of the strain DCH (Blecher and Kirkeby, 1982) . The origin of this strain is further described in In the latter case the experimental animal was a cr/cr male derived from a cr1 + #{149}cr/ + breeding pair, and the control was a cr/ + age-matched male from the same strain. Adult animals were studied at 2 to 15 months of age. Fetal Tabby mice were distinguished from their w/t siblings by the delayed development of hair follicles on the flank at day 16 in Tabby animals as compared to their w/t sibs, and by the absence (Tabby) or presence (w/t) of the post-orbital sinus (Falconer, 1953) .
Tissue preparation. Adult animals were killed by ether anaesthesia, and skin samples were taken from the proximal portion of the tail, left flank, and pinna. Fetal mice were killed by decapitation on the 16th day of gestation and their lower jaws were dissected away for analysis of dental tissues. All tissues were dissected into 0. 
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